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Folklore & Avant-garde 
The Reception of Popular Traditions in the Age of Modernism  
November 10, 2019 – February 23, 2020 
Kaiser Wilhelm Museum | Tues–Sun 11 am–5 pm 
 
Opening:   Sunday, November 10, 2019, 11:30 am 
Press conference:  Thursday, November 7, 2019, 11 am 
 
The exhibition Folklore & Avant-garde aims to reassess our understanding of modernism, a cen-
tury after its development. While modernism is usually associated with a break from past tradi-
tions and a universalistic approach, is this really the case? For the first time, this exhibition aims 
to examine the role played by local, popular traditions – in particular handicrafts and folk art -, in 
the development of a new artistic language by the inventors and key protagonists of the avant-
garde. It is the most ambitious exhibition organized to date by the Kunstmuseen Krefeld.  As Mu-
seum Director and exhibition curator Katia Baudin underlines: “This exhibition offers a new per-
spective through a historical lens on issues that are acutely relevant today. Although international 
in focus, the exhibition’s point of departure is the museum’s history. Founded in 1897, the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Museum collected and exhibited from the start folk art alongside more “noble” art forms, 
including the avant-garde and applied arts, in a vibrant and experimentally-oriented program.” 
 
The exhibition does not aim to be exhaustive, rather it focuses on selected key positions associ-
ated with the birth and early development of modernism in Europe and North America. It regroups 
over 350 works - including seminal loans from leading European and North American museums. 
Aspects explored include the impacts of colonialism, peasant arts and crafts, traditional “female” 
handicrafts, the link between artists and their folk art collections. The exhibited works will be con-
textualized and supplemented by documents and archival material. The exhibition takes on the 
subject through an interdisciplinary prism including avant-garde architecture, dance and film. 
 
Thus, for example, while certain artists like Wassily Kandinsky, Kazimir Malevich, and Natalia 
Goncharova seek to break with artistic traditions and herald in a new age, they intensively en-
gage with the stylistic vocabulary and techniques of traditional customs and folk art from different 
Russian regions. Picasso was passionate about African masks, while Gabriele Münter collected 
reverse glass and votive painting from Upper Bavaria, and Elie Nadelmann collected American 
popular art. Anni and Josef Albers set off on a quest for indigenous Mexican art.  
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Celebrated, Cologne-based exhibition architects mvprojekte have developed a spectacular exhi-
bition design inspired by vernacular architecture, which underlines the curatorial path and dia-
logues between the works in a playful and visually stimulating manner. The internationally ac-
claimed Dutch graphic designers Mevis & van Deursen, creators of the Kunstmuseen Krefeld’s 
visual identity, have developed a special signage for the show.  
 
A catalogue will be published in conjunction with the exhibition by Hirmer Verlag (G/E). This rich-
ly illustrated publication will feature contributions and essays by leading, international specialists: 
Katia Baudin, Elina Knorpp, Paul N'Guessan-Béchié, Gerda Breuer, Valery Dymshyts, Jevgenia 
Iljukhina, Wolfgang Kaschuba, Ákos Moravánszky, Erik Näslund, Valerie Rousseau, and Virginia 
Gardner Troy. 
 
The exhibition is part of the Centenary project “100 years of bauhaus in the west” of the Ministery 
for Culture and Science of the Federal State of North-Rhine Westphalia as well as the Rhineland 
Regional Council and the Westphalia-Lippe Regional Council. Minister Isabel Pfeiffer-Poensgen 
is the patron of the project.  
 
Curators 
Exhibition Curator: Katia Baudin, Director of Kunstmuseen Krefeld 
Co-curator: Elina Knorpp, Art Historian, Cologne 
 
Exhibition Architecture 
mvprojekte, Cologne: Meyer Voggenreiter and Nicole Miller 
 
Exhibition Graphic Design 
Mevis & van Deursen 
 
Artists (selection) 
Anni Albers, Josef Albers, Theodor Bogler, Constantin Brancusi, Heinrich Campendonk, Marc 
Chagall, Nils Dardel, Sonia Delaunay, Johannes Driesch, Paul Gauguin, Natalia Goncharova, 
Marsden Hartley, Morris Hirshfield, Johannes Itten, Wassily Kandinsky, Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, 
Mikhail Larionov, Le Corbusier, Otto Lindig, El Lissitzky, Heinrich Macke, Kazimir Malevich, Ger-
hard Marcks, Gabriele Münter, Elie Nadelman, Pablo Picasso, Nico Pirosmani, Charles Sheeler, 
Sophie Taeuber-Arp, Johan Thorn Prikker, Frank Lloyd Wright, and examples of folk art 
 
Works on loan from (selection) 
American Folk Art Museum, New York; Centre National des arts plastiques, Paris; Centre Pom-
pidou, Paris; Dansmuseet Stockholm; Gerhard-Marcks-Haus, Bremen; Grassi Museum für 
Völkerkunde zu Leipzig; Hetjens Keramik Museum, Dusseldorf; Ikonen Museum, Recklinghausen; 
Josef and Anni Albers Foundation, Bethany (Connecticut); Kirchner-Museum, Davos; Len-
bachhaus, Munich; Musée d’art et d’histoire du Judaïsme, Paris; Musée national Picasso-Paris; 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; Museum Folkwang, Essen; Museum für Gestaltung, Zurich; Muse-
um Ludwig, Köln; New York Historical Society; Rautenstrauch-Joest-Museum, Cologne; Stedelijk 
Museum, Amsterdam; Stiftung Hans Arp und Sophie Taeuber-Arp e.V., Remagen; The Jewish 
Museum, New York; Tretyakov Galerie, Moscow; Van Abbemuseum, Eindhoven 
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The exhibition Folklore & Avantgarde has been made possible by: 
 
funders 
 

                             
 
 

 
 
 

          
 
 
sponsors and partners 

                      
 
 
Cultural partner 
 

 
 
 
Visit 
Kaiser Wilhelm Museum 
Joseph-Beuys-Platz 1 | 47798 Krefeld 
Tues–Sun 11 am–5 pm 
 
Press contact 
Timm Nikolaus Schulze 
Kunstmuseen Krefeld 
T + 49 (0) 2151 97558-131 
timm.schulze@krefeld.de 
 

 

 

 


